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DOWNTOWN TEMPORARY SIDEWALK TENT POLICY 
1. Purpose and Intent. The purpose of this policy is to allow limited use of temporary 

tents on public sidewalks within the T-5D Downtown Form-based District in order 
to support adjacent businesses while maintaining safe and accessible pedestrian 
rights-of-way. 

2. Applicability. This section applies only to properties zoned T-5D. Temporary 
sidewalk tents are permitted only if associated with and operated by the ground-
floor business directly adjacent to the location of the tent. 

3. Standards for Temporary Sidewalk Tents. Temporary tents placed on sidewalks 
in the T-5D district shall comply with the following standards: 

a. Tent Size: The tent shall not exceed ten feet by ten feet (10’x10’) and no 
more than one hundred square feet (100sqft) total area. 

b. Tent Height: The lowest edge of the tent canopy shall be at least 7 feet 
above the sidewalk grade. 

c. Clear Path of Travel:  A minimum clear pedestrian passage of four feet (4’) 
wide and seven feet (7’) high shall be maintained at all times, free of 
obstructions, measured from the tent edge to the curb or to any fixed 
obstruction (e.g. tree, pole, bench). 

d. Duration of Use: Tents may be placed for a maximum of six (6) hours per 
weekday and twelve (12) hours on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, or 
officially recognized City holidays. No more than two (2) consecutive days. 
At no point shall a tent be left unattended. 

e. Attachment: It is required that tents are secured with weighted bases. 
Tents shall be free-standing and no staking, drilling, or permanent 
attachment to the sidewalk or right-of-way is permitted. 

f. Safety and Fire Standards: Tents shall be of flame-resistant material and 
comply with NFPA 701.  

g. Maintenance: The business owner shall ensure that the tent and the 
surrounding area are kept clean and free of debris during and after use. 

4. Permitting and Enforcement 
a. Permit Not Required: No separate permit shall be required for tents that 

meet the above standards; however, the City reserves the right to inspect 
and order removal of any tent not in compliance or when maintenance is 
required within the area. 

b. Permit Required for Exceptions: Any tent exceeding the above standards 
(e.g., larger size, longer duration) shall require a Temporary Structure 
Permit as outlined in Section 3103 of the 2021 International Fire Code. 

c. Revocation: Repeated violations of this section may result in suspension 
of the privilege for the offending business for up to 12 months. 

5. Definitions 
a. Adjacent Business: The ground-floor establishment directly abutting the 

portion of sidewalk where the temporary tent is placed, and which is 
responsible for the operation, monitoring, and maintenance of the tent. 

b. Clear Path of Travel: A continuous, unobstructed, and ADA compliant 
accessible walkway with a minimum width of four feet (4’) wide and seven 
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feet (7’) high, measured horizontally from the outermost edge of the tent 
structure to the nearest curb, building face, or any fixed obstruction 
including, but not limited to, trees, utility poles, benches, or street furniture 
and measured vertically from the ground to any overheard obstruction. 

c. Consecutive Days: Two (2) or more calendar days in direct succession 
without interruption, regardless of the number of hours the tent is installed 
on each day. 

d. Flame-Resistant Material: A fabric or material that meets the flame-
resistance requirements of NFPA 701 (Standard Methods of Fire Tests for 
Flame Propagation of Textiles and Films). 

e. Official City Holiday: Any day formally recognized as a holiday by 
resolution, ordinance, or annual schedule adopted by the City of Starkville 
for purposes of municipal operations and public observances. 

f. Public Sidewalk: That portion of the public right-of-way improved and 
maintained for pedestrian use, located between the curb line and the 
adjacent private property line. 

g. Temporary Sidewalk Tent or Temporary Tent: A portable, free-standing 
canopy or shelter, not permanently affixed to any structure or the right-of-
way, that does not exceed ten feet (10’) in any direction and more than one 
hundred (100) square feet in area and is installed for short-term use by an 
adjacent business in accordance with the standards of this section. 

h. Temporary Structure Permit: A permit issued by the City pursuant to 
Chapter X of the Code for structures or installations that exceed the 
thresholds or allowances of this section. 

i. T-5D (Downtown Form-based District): A zoning district established by 
the City's Unified Development Code with boundaries as shown on the 
Official Zoning Map. 

j. Unattended: A condition in which no employee or representative of the 
adjacent business is physically present within visual proximity and able to 
monitor, manage, and respond to conditions within or around the temporary 
tent. 

k. Weighted Base: A non-penetrating anchoring system, such as sandbags, 
water barrels, or manufactured weights, used to secure a temporary tent 
against movement, uplift, or displacement, without attachment to the 
sidewalk, right-of-way, or any other structure. 
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